
Scaffolds are only effective if the student has the correct 
background knowledge needed to then learn a new cognitive 
strategy. It is important to explain new ideas in the context of 
what students already know, so before beginning a new task 
the teacher must identify what the children will need to already 
know in order to do what is expected, then assess to find out if 
they have the necessary understanding and plug any gaps that 
may exist.  

Scaffolding needs to be temporary and adjustable. As the 
learner makes progress within the learning process the amount 
of scaffolding is reduced. In this way as the learning process 
progresses the difficulty of the task and the level of 
responsibility a student takes for the learning is increased. 
When a teacher feels the student is ready they need to carry 
out an assessment prior to independent practice taking place. 
Students should then be given several varied opportunities to 
apply the learning without the scaffolds. 

This document has been created with ideas across the GSP 
schools



8. Provide scaffolds for different tasks. 
The teacher provides temporary support and scaffolds to 
assist when they are doing a difficult task
A scaffold is a temporary support that is used to assist a 
learner.
These scaffolds are gradually withdrawn as learners become 
more competent, although students may continue to rely on 
scaffolds when they encounter difficult problems. 
Providing scaffolds is part of guided practice 
Scaffolds include: modelling the steps, thinking aloud by the 
teacher as they solve the problem, tools, prompts,  cue cards  
check lists, or models. (Page 75-76 Barak Rosenshine's
Principles of Instructions)

Scaffolding
Scaffolding is the support provided by the teacher and/or 
other students which allows a learner to bridge the gap 
between their current abilities and their intended learning 
goal. Scaffolds can be used in the teaching of all skills but are 
particularly useful or necessary when teaching higher level 
cognitive strategies. Scaffolding can be seen as a form of 
mastery coaching, where cognitive supports are given, then 
gradually withdrawn. It allows all students to gain access to 
the ideas being taught, to develop their expertise and to 
make steps towards increasing their fluency and 
understanding.



Scaffolding in writing 

• Widget

• Writing frames that include images to stimulate thinking

• Sentence stems

• Shared vocabulary on working walls and desks

• Sentence openers to help children begin their writing

• Planning frames

• Story maps 

• Sense maps 

• Laptops 

• Talking tins being used by the children

• Slow writes

• Success criteria to follow

• Modelled sentence paragraph examples 

• Images/pictures/videos that promote thinking and ideas

• WAGOLLs 

• Enlarged text to focus on key paragraphs/features

• Modelled example to support identification of language features

• Boxing up 

• Senses maps

• Colourful Semantics

• Clicker 7

• Sentence strips

• Sentence stacking

• Scribe and slice method 

• Dual Coding 

• Visualiser to show more worked examples, live marking etc

• Scribe and slice

• Helper Bird

• Immersive reader



Sentence stacking

• Colourful semantics

Scaffolding in Writing- examples



• Boxing up sentences 



Widget 







Clicker 7

Story maps



• Word mats

• Writing check lists



• Story planners

• Scribe and slice (see ATS advice)

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYrm2ArgsNRy
4kKHf9aPsPQ

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCYrm2ArgsNRy4kKHf9aPsPQ


• Writing planners/ frames

Talking tins


